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Class Description 

God's Word works in people, through people. Ministry involves us bringing God's Word to 

bear on people's lives. This class aims to help students to relate well to the people they meet 

in ministry. We want to be aware what we bring to our interpersonal relationships. And we 

want to learn and grow in a gospel-shaped posture in how we relate to people.  
 

Learning Goals 

●​ To deepen students' appreciation and love for interpersonal Word ministry.  

●​ To help students grow in self-awareness, so as to love and serve others well, 

including understanding and handling of their own stress. 

●​ To give students a basic posture in relating to others, including those who are 

suffering, and those with difficult personalities. 
 

Required Reading (before class) 

●​ David Powlison, X-Ray Questions in Seeing with New Eyes: Counseling and the Human 

Condition Through the Lens of Scripture (P&R Publishing, 2003) 

●​ Brown & Errington, Bowen Family System Theory in Christian Ministry (The Family 

Systems Practice & Institute, 2019), Pp. 280-287 

●​ Alasdair Groves, How Do We Think Biblically About Personality Tests? (CCEF Podcast) 

●​ C. John Miller, Letters from Jack Miller: The Heart of a Servant Leader (P&R 

Publishing, 2004). Pp.26-29, 267-270 (Note: Read in class) 
 

Optional/Recommended Reading 

●​ David Powlison, What is 'Ministry of the Word?' in Speaking the Truth in Love: 

Counsel in Community (New Growth Press, 2005) 

●​ Lane & Tripp, How People Change (New Growth Press, 2006) 

●​ Groves, 9 Ways to Confront in Love: A Primer for the Timid in JBC 31:1 (2017): 56-74 

●​ Welch, When People are Big and God is Small: Overcoming Peer Pressure, 

Codependency, and the Fear of Man (P&R Publishing, 1997) 

●​ Robert M. Sapolsky, Why Zebra Don't Get Ulcers: The Acclaimed Guide to Stress, 

Stress-Related Diseases, and Coping (St. Martin's Griffin, 2004) 

●​ William P. Smith, "I’ve Had It with You!" Learning to Be Tender When People Are 

Tough in JBC 22:1 (2003) 

●​ Welch, Moving Toward People  https://www.ccef.org/moving-toward-people/ 

●​ Nancy Guthrie, What Grieving People Wish You Knew: About What Really Helps And 

What Really Hurts, (Crossway, 2016.)  
 

Response Paper 

●​ Look through Powlison's X-ray questions. Pick a couple of questions and reflect on 

how this growth in self-awareness helps you prepare well to relate to others.  
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https://graceky.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/X-ray-Questions-Drawing-Out-the-Whys-and-Wherefores-of-Human-Behavior.pdf
https://graceky.org/wp-content/uploads/2016/04/X-ray-Questions-Drawing-Out-the-Whys-and-Wherefores-of-Human-Behavior.pdf
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