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Interpersonal Skills 
20 February 2025, 2-530pm  

 

 
1. Why Interpersonal Relationship Matters? 
 

i. Primacy of Word Ministry (2Tim.3:16, 4:2)      
   

 
ii. Word Ministries in the Local Church 

 
 
 
 
 

    

   In Diagram 1 below, draw lines & arrows to represent the dynamics 
   of word ministry happening in the church as you understand it.  
   In Diagram 2, use circles to represent people involved. Similarly draw 
   lines & arrows to represent dynamics of word ministry in each case. 
 

Preacher 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

Preaching  
Sermon 

 

 

Seminar 
 Workshop 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

Bible Study  
Small Group 

 

One to One 

Diagram 1: Sunday Service 

Diagram 2: Other ministry occasions 

"If you have good proclamation. And 
people are engaging in good meditation. 

You don't need conversations." 
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iii. Word Ministries in the Bible:  
 

● Word Ministry is Interpersonal (Col.3:16, Eph.4:11-15, Heb.10:24-25) 
 
 

 
● God's plan is Community (Gn.1-2, Gn.12:2, Rev.7:9-10) 
 
 

 
● God works in people through people (2Cor.1:3-4, Phi.1:7-8, 1 Thes.2:7-8) 
 
 

 
● Grow in doing Interpersonal Relationship well 
 
 

 
 

Draw a picture to illustrate what the Bible teaches about the 
role each Christian plays in God's work of loving, caring & 
building up His church. Include 'God', 'Me' & 'Others' in your 
diagram. (Hint: Use 2 Corinthians 1:4 as a paradigm). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
  

God - Me - Others 

 
 
 
 

The Publicly-proclaimed word, 
And Privately-pursued word,  

is meant to be the  
Interpersonally-conversed word.  
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2. How: Growing in Self-Awareness (in light of God-awareness!) 

  
i. Study Yourself: Your Strengths, Weaknesses, History  

 
    I.R. = F (God, me, others) 
 

   
ii. Jack Miller’s Self-Awareness (pp.26-29 & 267-270) 

 
●  Dear Jim & Anne... 
●  Dear Sharon... 

 
 

iii. Pastor Paul & Simon’s Self-awareness (Bowen Family System Theory, pp.280-287) 
 
 
 

iv. Know Your Heat, Thorns & Bad Roots (Jas.4:1-4, Luk.6:43-45, Jer.17:5-8) 

 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

v. X-Ray Questions 
● What do you love? Hate? 
● What do you want, desire, crave, lust, and wish for? 
● What do you seek, aim for, pursue? 
● What do you fear/not want/tend to worry about? 
● What do you think you need? What are your “felt needs”? 

  

‘True knowledge consists 
of 2 things: knowledge of 
self & knowledge of God.’ 

Role-play & Discuss 
Have someone in your group 
to role play John Miller. Read 
out his letters. Discuss what 
you find appealing about 
Miller’s posture & approach. 

Reflect & Interpersonally-converse! 
 
Name some tendencies & idiosyncrasies you’re aware about yourself, 
and when and how do they typically play out in life & ministry? 
 
Think about someone you are currently meeting regularly in ministry. 
Consider how your self-awareness or lack of self-awareness has played 
itself out in your conversations and discipleship of this person.  
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3. How: Grow in our Interpersonal Posture towards Others 
 

i. Fundamental Posture of Humility & Love (Eph. 4:1-2) 
 

 C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  O_ _ _ _, Not Self 
Humility   Love Self - D _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
 S_ _ _ - C _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  Enter S_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 

 
 

ii. Posture of Collaborative Prayerfulness (Jas.1:2-8)  
 
 

 
iii. Posture of 'Serpents & Doves' (Mt.10:16)  

 
 

 
iv. Relating as 'fellow Sinners, Saints, Sufferers' (1Cor.10:13, 2Cor.1:3-4) 

 
 
 

v. Relating to Those with Difficult Personalities (Ro.3:23, Mt.7:3-5) 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Reflect & Interpersonally-converse! 
 
List a few ongoing & past relationships you have in ministry, whether in our 
local church or beyond. Consider if/how each of the postures above is 
reflected in your attitude towards the person. Share in your triplets where you 
need God to help you grow.  
 

R Humility & Love 
R Collaborative Prayerfulness 
R Serpents & Doves 
R Fellow Sinner 
R Fellow Saints 
R Fellow Sufferers 

 
 

leads 

guards 

focuses 

guides 
leads 

J 

‘Our Hermeneutics must 
shape Our Homiletics!’ 
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Jack Miller 1/5 
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Jack Miller 2/5 
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Jack Miller 3/5 
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Jack Miller 4/5
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 Jack Miller 5/5 
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